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Most of the states show a very conspicuous decrease in the area with a population of 2 or more per square mile or, in other words, in the inhabited area. If we take all thirteen states together, we find a total decrease in the inhabited area of 242,800 square kilometers (100,000 square miles in round numbers), or of 15% of the inhabited area of 1890. That is a great deal and is very significant.
If we seek the reason for this remarkable phenomenon of the ebb of the population of the exposed parts of the Far West, we must bear in mind tjiat it was especially the thinly populated regions which suffered the decrease. There is therefore no doubt that the recession of the population is accompanied by a decrease in the area used for agricultural purposes.
But what is the reason for the retreat of agriculture ? Evidently the reason is somewhat different in the different states. In states like Nevada or a part of Colorado, where agriculture depends closely upon mining because it is especially for the use of the mining districts that grain is here cultivated—and that with great difficulty—the decrease in mining activities has also caused a decrease in agriculture. But in states where agriculture is of prime importance, such as Kansas, Wyoming and Nebraska, I am inclined to think that the decrease in agriculture is due to the dry period which began in 1890. In these states, it is reported, one may often see abandoned farms as a sign of the retreat of agriculture. Nevertheless the population of the states as a whole has not diminished; it is only concentrated in the more favorable regions and in the towns, while the drier regions have been abandoned. One exception to the rule is seen in Dakota. Here no sign of a retreat of the population is apparent; on the contrary, here the inhabited area has increased from 1890 to 1900. To be sure, in 1890 this region was very far from being fully populated. In Kansas and Nebraska, on the contrary, wide areas had been put under the plough in the wet period which, in the following dry period, failed to yield crops. This is a very clear instance of how climatic oscillations control settlement near its border toward the desert.
Now we are in the beginning of a new humid period. The rainfall in the United States has been increasing during the past few years. About 1920 we may expect a TnmriTnum of humidity. Far there can be no doubt that the oscillations of climate will continue, since they have been followed back in Europe over 700 years, each oscillation having from maximum to maximum a duration of about

